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By Jordy Yager

Nearly évery day the House
has convened during the past
8ix years, Eddie Lee Carter hag
trekked to the Capitol from his
Maryland home to shine law-
makers’ shoes in the House’s
Speakers Lounge, -

But his last day as one of the
House’s most beloved {igures
came earlier thig month, after
the 77-year-old decided it had
become too
work. With two artificial knees
— which require the use of 3
black meta] cane to balance out
thelimp in hig gait — high hlood
Pressure and diabetes — for
which he receiveg dialysis three
days a week — Carter decided it
was time to retire,

ﬁmémﬁmwm_ however, did not
allow him to [eave quietly,

On Carteris last day, Rep. Joe
Wilson (R-5.C) took to the
House floor to officially recog-
nize him. Wilson hag never even
gotten his shoeg shined, Carter
said, but they share a-home-
land of sorts, Carter was born
in Beech Island, S.C., where
Wilson’s grandfather was algo
born, Every year Wilson brings
Carter a small Pin with the U.S.
flag and the South Carolina flag
onit, and Carter proudly wears
1tonthe lapel ofhis syit Jacket,

Attheclose of Wilson's speech,
as dozens of members rose tg
g1ve their shoe man g stand-
\ng ovation, Carter stood above
theminthe House gallery, blow-
Ing kisses as tears streamed
down his cheeks.

“This was the happiest day of
mylife,” Carter said afterward,

Carter made a living in the
House charging $6 per shine,

agerimAvgusta, Ga.,heisalsoa

difficult to getto

but though he haq been work-
ing onshoessince he wag g teen-

cause it’s not my Place” he said.
“Nothing terrible, just things
like [lawmakers asking other
lawmakers] ‘How do we vote?
And I'd wonder why he would

Methodist minister who at one
time aspired to asinging career,

His time in the House taught
kim a few things: Republicans
are better tippers than Demo-
crats; treat members of both
political partieg equally; ang
pray for their souls,

“When 1 Pray to God for thig
Place, and wher I Work on their
shoes, I don’t separate Demo-
crats from Republicans,” Carter
said, sitting down in the Speak-

voting for”
Members rarely asked for
Carter’s opinion or advice on
" legislation, he said. But he dig
lend some words of encourage-
ment to one member 1n par-
ticular: Minority Leader John

Boehner (R-Ohic),
Carter started.to smoke as

er'’s Lobby while on a break. a teenager, but pe stopped in
But any signs that he may be 1973, Hig trick was to carry a
feeling old age were absent on cigarette in hig lips but Tever

his last day, as scores of mem-
bers approached Omzumh.ﬂmEbm
him, “Weare going to miss yo.”
One Republican lawmaker even
handed Carter five $20 bills as
a “retirement bonus,” Carter
said. He stuck the 3100 in his

light it. Outside of his window
inthe Speakers Lounge, Carter
would see the membersof Con-
gress who smoke Pbacing back
andforth on the balcony. Boeh-
ner was one of them. :
“One day while he was getting

and what you hear in the
Speaker’s Lounge might be two
different things,” said Carter, - was gomg to mags Carter, Joking
wearmg a beige suit jacket; a  thathe Was losing a fellow Re.
black shirt; and yellow, gray Publican,
and black striped tie, “He’d preach to youw,” said
“T've heard conversations that Boehner on his way out to the
Ilnever speak of again, justbe- House balcony to smoke 5 ciga-

That’s howT stopped.’”
Boehner, for hig Part, said he
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Eddie Lee Carfer came to Washingston gs n._ Singer and began working
indshoe shop fo raise meney. Eventually he Opened his own store.

rette. “And he was a big Repubh-

- Carterwasalso known to drive
lican. He'd start espousing ajl of congressmen — like Sen. Tom
these Republican Principles to Udall (D ~N.M.) when he was
anyore that was ever around.He in the House — to thejr homes

was a really nice guy who reaily nearby on Capito] Hi]l to pick
did a great Jjob for the members, up large orders of shoes need-
and hes somebody we'li rmss ” ing fixing. He estimated he’s

Carter saw a Jot of shoes dur- repaired the shoes of about 15
ing his time on Capitol Hill, put lawmakers,

he said Rep. Sanford Bishop Jr,
(D-Ga.) has some of thebest and
15 one of the sharpest-dressed

ton as

of old golf

shoes that were peeling apart,

Days later Cartep returned the
shoes to Bishop, put the law-
maker didn’t recognize them,
Carter had covered them anew
with white leather. Sanford said
he golfs inthem ajl the time now,

to the

Carter first came to Washing-

a smger to make a solp

record. He began working in a

left pants pocket so asnot to 3 shine, I said, ‘Mr. Boehner, I'm . members. Bishop shge shoptoraise money. Even-
mix it up with the change he Praying for you [to stop] smok- R L once gave tually he openeg up his own
-would give customers from his ng.” He said, ‘Mr Reverend, o store — the first of three
right pocket, 1t’s hard,” * Carter re- o T teeerisrivesesess Shoe shops he’s owned -
Rep. Chatles Rangel e, : andthedream ofbecom.-
(D-NY) told him that, . .p.. ! Ingacareer vocalist fad-
In Rangel's 40 earson .} : ed, though he’s sung at
O%:%EE. rwvm seen ..~ “WHEN | RAYTO 85 FOR THIS _u_.bnwm“ AND WHEN i the Kennedy Centerang
a staff member get 7, I WORK ON THEIR SHOES, | DON'T SEPARATE DEMOCRATS : 1ndozens of churches
recognized only once ) FROM mm_vﬁw_._ﬂbh‘m » o + Overtheyears,
before. , ) . Lo :  Before he left at the
Carter said his perch Eddie Lee Carter House's efirng shoe man " end of his last day,
In the Speaker-s Lounge also : Carter sat down oug-
taught him a jot about how : : side the south entrance
the House operates, called, “1 " ¢ tothe House floor and
“What you hear on the floor  said, “Try not lighting it. Carterapair “ses....,, *fecnuniien..s  held EmmnmEEwHoEbE

concert in the Capitol to

passers-by. Sing Ing hymns like
“Amazing Grace,” the sound
of Carter’s vojce echoed down

Rotunda and mixed, fit-

tingly, with the click-clack of
the shoes of staff and lawmak-
ers leaving for the day.




